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24a can indicate that it contains black ink, and the tab pattern displayed on the right ink 
reservoir 24b can indicate that the right ink reservoir is a multi-chamber reservoir 
containing blue, magenta, and yellow colored ink. 



In the Claims 

Claims 1, 2, 7-12, 14 and 16 have been rewritten herein. New claims 21-30 
have been added. A complete set of claims is provided below. A redlined version of 
the amended claims is attached as Attachment B to this amendment. 



7 

1 . (Amended) A mechanism for establishing compatibility of a printer 
component with a printer comprising: 



/ 



a printer component mounting portion operably secured to the printer; 

/ 

a discrete key element attachably secured to the component mounting portion, 
adjacent to said printer component; j 

at least one tab extending from the printer component, said at least one tab 
positioned and oriented in a defined and unique tab pattern thereby indicating a 
required characteristic of the printer component; and 

said discrete key elemen/having at least one mating slot positioned and aligned 
to receive said at least one ta^/ thereby allowing the printer component to be operably 
secured to the mounting portjon and preventing similarly shaped printer components 
that have a different tab pattern from being operably secured to the printer component 
mounting portion. 

2. (Amended) A nfechanism for establishing compatibility of a printer 
component with a printenfcomprising: 

a printer component mounting portion operably secured to the printer; 

a separate key element detachably secured to said component mounting 
portion, adjacent to said printer component; 

at least one tab extending from the printer component, said at least one tab 
positioned and orien/ed in a defined and unique tab pattern thereby indicating a 
required characterise of the printer component; and 

said separate key element having at least one mating slot positioned and 
aligned to receive said at least one tab, thereby allowing the printer component to be 
operably secured jo the mounting portion and preventing similarly shaped printer 
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components that have ^different tab pattern from being operably secured to the printer 
component mounting portion. 

7 

3. The mechanism for establishing printer component compatibility with a 
printer of claim 1 , wherein said printer component is an ink reservoir. 



>^est; 



4. The mechanism for establishing printer component compatibility with a 
printer of claim 1, wherein said printer component is an ink/printhead cartridge. 

5. The mechanism for establishing printer component compatibility with a 
printer of claim 1, wheran said printer component is a printhead. 

6. The mechanism for establishing printer component compatibility with a 
printer of claim 1, wrierein said printer is an inkjet printer. 



7. (Amended ^THe mechanism for establishing printer component compatibility 

with a printer of claim 1 , whereira said discrete key element includes a unique slot for 

operably engaging a pro.rusio/extending from said printer component mounting 

portion, thereby allowing saia discrete key to be secured to said printer component 

/ 

mounting portion, and preventing key elements that are missing said unique slot from 
being secured to said printer component mounting portion. 

I 

8. (Amended) A'mechanism for establishing compatibility of a printer 

component with a printer comprising: 
/ 

a printer comoonent mounting portion operably secured to the printer; 

a separate key element secured to the component mounting portion, adjacent to 
said printer competent, said separable key element further including a display surface 
for visually indicating a required characteristic of the printer component; 

at least ope tab extending from the printer component, said at least one tab 
positioned and oriented in a defined and unique tab pattern thereby indicating said 
required characteristic of the printer component; and 

said discrete key element having at least one mating slot positioned and aligned 
to receive said at least one tab, thereby allowing the printer component to be operably 
secured to /he mounting portion and preventing similarly shaped printer components 
that have a different tab pattern from being operably secured to the printer component 
mounting portion. 
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/ 

9. (Amended) The mechanism for establishing printer component compatibly 
with a printer of claim 8, wherein said display surface has a unique shape, and fupmer 
including a label displaying surface indicia thereon to indicate said required 
characteristic of the printer component and having said unique shape for bejng 
operably secured to said display surface. 

/ / 

10. (Amended) The mechanism for establishing printer component 
compatibility with a printer of claim 1 , further including: 

a second printer component; ^ 

a second printer component mounting portion operably/secured to the printer; 

/ 

a second discrete key element secured to the second component mounting 
portion, adjacent to said second printer component; / 

a second at least one tab extending from one oflhe second printer component 

and said second discrete key element, said second at least one tab positioned and 

/ 

oriented in a defined and unique second tab pattern, different from the tab pattern of 
said at least one tab, thereby indicating a required characteristic of the second printer 
component; and 

the other of the second printer component and said second discrete key element 

/ 

having at least one second mating slot positioned and aligned to receive said second at 

/ 

least one tab, thereby allowing the second printer component to be operably secured to 

/ 

the mounting portion and preventing .similarly shaped printer components that have a 

/ 

different tab pattern from said second tab pattern from being operably secured to the 

/ 

second printer component mounting portion. 

/ / 

1 1 . (Amended) An inkjet printer comprising: 
a chassis; 
a motor; 

a carriage operably secured to the chassis and driven by the motor for reciprocal 
/ 

movement relative to tl^e chassis; 

an ink reservoir secured to the printer at a mounting portion, said ink reservoir 
/ 

having a unique pattern of tabs extending therefrom thereby indicating a characteristic 

of the ink received^within the reservoir; 
/ 

a printhead operably secured to the carriage, in fluid communication with said 
/ 

ink reservoir, and in electrical communication with a controller; 
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a discrete key element, operably secured to and separable from said mounting S 
portion, said key element having a pattern of slots sized to receive the pattern of ta#s 
extending from the ink reservoir, thereby allowing said ink reservoir to be operatffy 
secured to the mounting portion and preventing ink reservoirs having a different pattern 
of tabs from being operably secured to the first mounting portion. 



idee 



12. (Amended) An inkjet printer comprising: 
a chassis; 
a motor; 

a carriage operably secured to the chassis and dfiven by the motor for reciprocal 
movement relative to the chassis; / 

an ink reservoir secured to the printer at a mounting portion, said ink reservoir 
having a unique pattern of tabs extending tl^refrom thereby indicating a characteristic 
of the ink received within the reservoir; 

a printhead operably secured m the carriage, in fluid communication with said 
ink reservoir, and in electrical communication with a controller; 

a discrete key element dmachably secured to said mounting portion, said key 
element having a pattern of^fots sized to receive the pattern of tabs extending from the 
ink reservoir, thereby allo^ng said ink reservoir to be operably secured to the mounting 
portion and preventin<wik reservoirs having a different pattern of tabs from being 
operably secured to^ne first mounting portion. . 



13. The^fnkjet printer of claim 12, wherein said separable key element 
includes a unique slot for operably engaging a protrusion extending from said mounting 
portion, thereby allowing said separable key to be secured to said mounting portion, 
and preventing key elements that are missing said unique slot from being secured to 
said mo/nting portion. 



14. (Amended) The inkjet printer of claim 1 1 , wherein said separable key 
element further includes a display surface displaying surface indicia thereon for visually 
indicating s(aid characteristic of the ink received within the reservoir. 



15. The^nkjet printer of claim 14, wherein said first mounting portion is 
mounted to sai/ carriage defining an on-axis ink reservoir. 
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16. (Amended) A method for establishing a detachable printer component 
compatibility with a printer component^mount in a printer comprising the steps of: 

providing a unique key on^fie detachable printer component that indicates a 
required characteristic of theprinter component; 

installing a discrete/key element on the printer component mount for operably 
receiving the key from the printer component when the printer component is properly 
installed in the printer mount; 

mounting the printer component onto the printer component mount such that the 
key is operably received through the key element, thereby indicating proper printer 
component corrpatibility with the printer component mount. 



17. The method for establishing a/etachable printer component compatibility 
with a printer component mount in a printer of claim 16, further including the step of 
providing a slot in a mounting portion of /he key element for operably engaging a 
protrusion extending from the printer component mount, thereby allowing the key 
element to be secured to the mounting portion, and preventing other key elements that 
are missing the slot from being secured to the mounting portion. 



18. The method for establishing a detachable printer component compatibility 



with a printer component mourn in a printer of claim 1 6, further including the step of 
providing a display surface or/the key element for visually indicating said characteristic 



of the ink received within the reservoir. 

19. The methodior establishing a detachable printer component compatibility 
with a printer componen/mount in a printer of claim 16, wherein said mounting step 
further includes: 

first inserting aioe end of the printer component into a forward mount; and, 
lowering the opposite rearward end of the printer component into a rearward 

mount such that ther key passes through the key element when the rearward end of the 

printer components lowered toward the component mount. 

20. The/method for establishing a detachable printer component compatibility 
with a printer component mount in a printer of claim 19, wherein the printer is an inkjet 
printer having a? carriage, the printer component is a detachable ink reservoir, and the 
printer component mount is operably secured to the carriage. 
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21 . (Newly added) A mechanism for establishing compatibility of a printer 
component having a defined key code thereon with a printer comprising: 1 

a printer component mounting portion operably secured to the printer; / 
a discrete key element attachably secured to the printer component mounting 
portion, adjacent to said printer component, said key element operably engaging the 
key code of the printer component to allow the printer component with the defined key 
code to be operably secured to the printer component mounting portion. 

/ 

22. (Newly added) The mechanism for establishing compatibility of a printer 



of/cla' ^ 



component having a defined key code thereon with a printer of/claim 21 , wherein said 

/ 

discrete key element prevents similarly shaped printer components that have a 
different key code thereon from being operably secured^to the printer component 
mounting portion. 

23. (Newly added) The mechanism for .establishing compatibility of a printer 
component having a defined key code thereon^with a printer of claim 21 , wherein said 
discrete key element is detachably secured to said printer mounting portion. 

/ 

24. (Newly added) The mechanism for establishing compatibility of a printer 
component having a defined key code^hereon with a printer of claim 23, wherein said 
defined key code is related to a desirable characteristic of said printer component and 
said key element includes surfara^indicia thereon to visually indicate the desirable 
characteristic of said printer component. 

25. (Newly added)^The mechanism for establishing comp^Hoility of a printer 
component having a defined key code thereon with a printer of claim 21 , wherein said 
separable key element iy^ludes a mounting portion key element of operably engaging 
a mating key on said rrvounting portion. 

26. (Newlw\dded) The mechanism for establishing compatibility of a printer 
component with a printer of clciim 2, wherein said key element includes surface indicia 
thereon to visually indicate the required characteristic of said printer component. 

27. fcNewly Added) The mechanism for establishing compatibility of a printer 
component with a printer of claim 2, wherein said printer component is an ink reservoir. 
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